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who spent some of the fortune hed acquired in Russian oil byl
Up American assets, including control of CIFC, one of the L&
largest managers of collateralised loan obligations, which managy

Nineties.” By 2019 he was urging Giuliani to investigate allegations
of corruption in Ukraine,” and wag calling for Trump’s administration
[0 investigate the former Ukrainian president Pyotr Poroshenko, whod
led the country through its bitter war with the Kremlin-backed sepa-
fitists and Russia’s annexation of Crimea. He was doing so at a crucial
lime, when Giuliani was actively seeking dirt in Ukraine against
[rump’s potential Democratic rival in the 2020 presidential race, Joe
Hiden - and Kislin appeared to be opening doors for him there. 7
Then there were two Soviet-born businessmen, Igor Fruman and
Lev Parnas, eventually arrested on charges of conspiring to circum-
vent laws against foreign influence, who had also befriended Giuliani
ind ~ one of them claimed - Trump.” Theyd acted as middlemen,
introducing Giuliani to three current and former Ukrainian prose-
tutors with information about corruption allegations surrounding
i Ukrainian gas company, Burisma, on the board of which Joe Biden’s
‘on Hunter had sat® At the same time, they also began trawling
lor anything that might amplify a pet theory peddled by Trump that
Ukraine had worked with the Democrats in 2016 to stir up the
Kremlin-Trump campaign collusion claims,*
The two men, who splurged tens of thousands of dollars on limou-
‘ine services and stays at Trump hotels, and funnelled hundreds of
thousands into Trump-aligned super PACs, turned out to have been
Working for Dmitry Firtash,® the gas tycoon whod taken over the
lurkmenistan-Russia~Ukraine gas trade with the backing of the
Kremlin and Mogilevich, creating a slush fund that corrupted a series
ol Ukrainian presidents, By then, Firtash had been under house arrest
I Vienna ever since 2014 as the US sought his extradition on bribery
tharges. But still his reach stretched far — first into Europe and then
into the US, where Parnas had begun working in 2019 as an inter-
preter for him. The two men boasted Firtash was funding their lavish
lifestyle™ while federal prosecutors in Chicago had noticed Parnas
and Fruman during their investigation into the Firtash bribery case, ™
XThe Russian black-cash networks seemed to be digging in ever
deeper. Their activities, combined with Trump’s disregard for (he
Institutions and codes of US democrac Yo were leading to a systemic
standofl. When Trump was caught on a July a7 2019 tele o

Russia came along and just destroyed [the illusion]. The Russi
are always cleverer, On 4 cold level, Putip is doing a fantastjc Jui
for Russia. Any way they can get around the rules, they do. ‘The
always have three or four different stories, and then it all jug i
lost in the noise’ Putins people, he said, had long been active

Robert Mueller, the special counsel appointed to investigate ‘Truyy
ties to Russia, would never get anywhere, ‘In Russian, it's cullut
Passing water through a sieve; he said. That's exactly what the Proces
looks like He turned out to be pretty much right. Former |k

some of them appeared still to be attempting to steer things Trump
way. Sapirs business partner and Tchigirinsky associate, Sam IKlulin
had forged cloge relations with Rudy Giuliani, the former New Yol
Mayor who by that time was acting as Trump's personal attorye
Kislin liked to boast of his friendly relations with Trump, and
funnelled substantial donations to Giulian{s mayoral campaign {1y (l




