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i reign-intelligence figures such as former foreign minister Igor Ivanoy,
‘eemed to be joking, of course, Byt there was an edge to his laughter,
Ihe world wag suddenly in 3 dissonant new reality, where everything

“hce American voters to support Trump, ‘They do not represent the
Russian state, Putin claimed. “This IS a matter of private individuals,
hot the state.. . , You haye many people, including those with fortunes
worth billions, My Soros, for example, and they are meddling every-
where. And is thig the position of the American state? No, It is the
position of a private individual. I¢s the same here 155

Putin wag being facetious, The use of the term ‘private individuals’
Was @ typical KGB tactic th allowed plausible deniability for any

the women, he laughed, s '
'l.chrgirirmky, who remained in contacy with senjor Russiugy

May 2018, He found it almost impossible not o loat, An ol Sovl Kremlin involvement, and it went to the heart of how Putin’s regime
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ream that Europe, left without Ug military sup fmt would (“ :“; Operated. By then under his KGB capitalism, all of Rugsja significant |
into battle betweep, its nation states could even b}ccm;u g ”L“; :‘1;: ' so-called ‘private businessmen hag become agenty of the state, Since I
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there wil] pe nothing Jeft but for the Russians to come and fake alf Mikhail Khodor knvakyu.unsi in .mu,li (e if ndependence h‘u.:l nereay

ingly been taken away from them, ‘The financlal eristy of 3008 hael

deepened the Process,




