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utin and his KGB men had gone far. The networks created on
eve of the Soviet collapse to funnel assets into the West had been
preserved, and filled with new cash, The alleged organised-crime
Issociates like Boris Birshtein were stil] active and within reach, while
the ostensibly more respectable businessmen whoid followed them,
like Shalva Tchigirinsky, were also still deeply aligned with the Russian
\late. If; for a brief period under Yeltsin, there had been a risk that
some of these networks might spin out of control, under Putin the
\ecurity services had reasserted their primacy. In Tchigirinsky’s case,
lor instance, Putin’s security men had a hold over him. Hig brother
Alexander remained in Moscow after Tchigirinsky left Russia again
lollowing the 2008 financial crisis. Tchigirinsky told everyone that
fie was in exile, and that he no longer spoke with his brother, with
Whom he had fallen out. But he showed me a set of messages theyd
lecently exchanged, which included photos of the retirement cere-
inony of a senior Moscow city official which Alexander had attended,
ind Alexander’s property business depended almost entirely on main-
liining good relations with the Kremlin.”* The black-cash networks
lnid down so long ago through Mogilevich and his associates, through
the Solntsevskaya, and through Sam Kislin, Tamir Sapir, Aras
Apalarov and Tchigirinsky were still being deployed. Such security
iervice networks, said Thomas Graham, the director for Russia on
the US National Security Council under George W. Bush, 4re never
ibandoned. They always remain in place’”
liven beyond this network of Moscow money men that had
¢xpanded to include the new generation from Brighton Beach (Sater
ind Dvoskin), Putin had developed other levers of influence. There
Was Dmitry Rybolovlev, the fertiliser tycoon who overpaid for Donald
Irump’s Palm Beach mansion, There was Roman Abramovich, the

lormer oil magnate who in recent years had switched his focus from
London to New York, where his second wife (

divorce) bought a brownstone mansion
Trump’s daughter Ivanka, her husband |
1 know Putin sent Abramovicl there to continue the influence

campalgn, said one former close assoctate.” Then there was Viktor
Vekselberg, the mandarin-like head of the § '
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